
DENBY, FR
.

k
' tBhK'Y ISwa BBS

(ft) K«r«tone View Co.
Past and |w.1 Josephus Daniels,
wartime secretary of the nary, and
hia iDcceaaor, Mr. Dcnby, who lif

service with the marine*

William Atherton Du Puy
T^UJWIN DENBY, now* secretary of the
^ navy, was one of the biggest "boot*"
that erer cam* to Paris Island.palmettofringed,sand-rimmed, sun-blistered trainla*station daring the treat war.

Re waa, in fact, six feet one and a half
and weighed 290 pounds. Likewise be was

forty-eight years of age and entirely withoutherbiage on his crown. Thus he stood
oat among the 30,000 other men who were

hero converted from raw recruits, from
"boots,'' Into the straightest-shooting body
of soldier* the world has ever known,
member of the marine corps and nicknamed
from the collars on their old-time uniforms
"Leathernecks." *

Asking and receiving no favors not C(
granted to other men at the island, most of 0(
whom were not half his age and many of ^
whom were not half iiis weight, this volun- y<
teer recruit took all the grilling soldier n
training that was offered.hikes, bayonet
drill, target practice, squad duty. a
He acquitted himself so well that he becamea drill sergeant and took other com- n

paaie* "around the loop," administering to J
them all that had been handed him. r

Then he became master of the "marine v

chat," that heart-to-heart talk that is given tl
the men before they take the oath of the li
service; that third degree which is intended
to break the faint-hearted and drive out the p
nnworthy. Here, he told me, be rendered n
the service that was the glory of his life 0
and the most emotional experience he ever ,

expects to come to him. p
To the individual who» has the habit of 0

declaiming against the untrained 'people I
who come to responsive posts, I would like (
to suggest an examination of the experience d
of Edwin Denby, over at the Navy Depart- g
rent. 1

b
XTWT many people recognised the name

of Denby when it was first announced {
for this poet. He was later identified as a .

man who bad been in Congress some year* c

back, who had served as a sergeant of
marines in the late war. , (
But when I went to the Navy Department j

to talk to him about the outstanding events j
of his lif* I found that its living was like t
a primary, collegiate and post-graduate ^
course in public service. Here, basing judg- (
ment on what he has done, ought to be a ,
man who knows how to go about the affairsof government.
Mr. Denby himself sketched through the ,

years for me. The interview took place in
the office of the secretary of the navy, the j
longest official reception room in Washing- j
ton, looking out on the executive offices of ,
the White House not a hundred feet away.
The walls of this great room are covered
with paintings of secretaries that have gone
before. They overflow into the outer office
snd still there is not room. Some of them
have found resting places in an attic above.
Mr. Daniel* one day commented sadly on

th* Journey of the picture of *ecret*ry '

(M*n this room to the outer office and finally
to the garret and murmured philosophically,
**Boch is fame."

EDWIN DENBT, to begin with, came of
public service stock. His mother'*

father was Graham N. Fitch, one-time 1

United State* senator and the colonel of
regiment in the Civil War. His father waa

likewise a colonel in that great adventure.
Both 'were of Revolutionary families and of
British blood. Th* elder Denby waa a Virginianby birth. . I

"My father became minister to China
when I was fifteen," said Mr. Denby, "and
I went along. That waa In 1886. Th*
world has forgotten the attitnde of China in
those days to the foreigner. We lived la
Poking but a* a people apart. To the upper
tl. Chinaman, whoa* women folk never

bowed themselves, the conduct of oar

ladies waa unthinkable. Their appearanc*
sn the *treet, particularly their practice of
lancing, disgraced them so unforgivably,
according to Oriental atandard*, that they
were socially banned. (

"Not' long ago I attended a dinner In
Detroit and a Chinese woman appeared and
Bade a speech. Tbi* waa th* concrete
demonstration of the chang* la th* Chin***
view la my time. / >-.i

"At th* age of *erente*a I went to work
for the Chinese Imperial Maritime Custom*
Service and remained there for ten year*.
This service was administered by a CO operationof many nationa. My associate*
were from many part* of th* world, spoke
many languages., In my me** there might
b* At* nun from Are different countries.
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The new secretary's
first love was the ^Kfl
navy and he saw

service on the U.
S. S. Yosemite, be- fl^H
coming a gunner's
mate, but he began _I^H
his political climb \B^K
from lawyer's
desk in Detroit,
serving in Congress
from 1906 to 1911

sfa youngster I acquired the
"

>int of view of the Orient, of
>uree, but I also learned that
diplomacy and of man; men
om many land*. After ten
»rs of thia I could not hare been provincial
or coold I hay. failed to view questions
®m something of a world vantage. It waa
remarkable school."

#

HHE bif secretary chuckled. It waa foodL to bear bim. I had flrat seen him in a
rowded banquet hall where h« spoke. His
oice was like the rumbling of thunder
brougb mountain canyona. The ehandeerarattled with its reverberation.
Then I had seen him greeting the emloyesof his department early in hia adliniatration.He ahook hands with 3000

f them in a single afternoon. Mrs. Denby
?as by his side, a slim little woman but
hysically fit, who had known Washington
fficial life as a girl, for her father waa
lenry T. Tburber, secretary to Grover
"leveland. She was as untired after the
ay's work as her big husband. They are
enial folks wbo scatter many smiles about,
hey hare at home a little girl of five and a
oy of eight.
Mr. Denby told me about his return to the

Jmted States after twelve yeara' absence,
f a hurried course at the law and of the
oming of the Spanish-American war.
He had been a member of the naval reervein Detroit, had seen much of navies

n the Orient, The navy was his first love,
le enlisted as a seaman, saw plenty of aciveservice aboard the U. S. S. Yosemite.
rbere,^ after much stoking of engines and
icrubbing of decks, he became a gunner's
nate. ,

These round-batted, flare-trousered men
>f th(- navy were not then called' "gobs."
rhat term developed in the recent war and,
itrangely. bad its origin in that China which
Kr. Denby knowa so well. "Gob," in fact,
" Chinese word for sailor and crept into
the language through the Far Eastern fleet.

It has not often happened that a secretaryof the navy has slept in the hammock
>f an enlisted man, has polished the
nechanism of the long-range guns in the
turrets of a battleship, has maneuvered
»ith a battle fleet when it "played the game
»f war on the invisible checkerboard of the
»eaa. It is obvious, however, how much
nore real the problems of the service will
leem to such a man than to one whose
nautical experience has been obtained in
the cabin of a so-called seagoing hack.
Edwin Denby practiced law in Detroit,

went to the state Legislature, served three
terms in the Congress of the United States
covering the period of 1905-1911. He says
that this was all very excellent training for
that ultimate service, the delivery of the
marine chat." He seems to put more

store by his "gob" and "boot" activities
than to those, other seemingly more importantexperiences.

QN THE day Mr. Harding was inauguratedhe walked from that ceremony
Into the Senate chamber, handed that body
bis Hst of cabinet officers and got them confirmedwithin hflf an hour. He .was able
to do this becsuse of his intimate knowledge
of the procedure of the body in which he
had so recently served. What he did was
an example of the effectiveness of an understandingbetween the executive and the legislativebranches of government. Mr. Denby,
it is held, and Mr. Weeks, his neighbor in
the War Department, aiao with a long legialativeexperience,, should be able to functionthe more efficiently because of thoea
years on the hOl.
"At Paris Island," said Mr. Benby, comingback to his favorite experience, "I must

have talked to 30,000 men. These recruit)
came up in groapa of a hundred before the;
bad taken the oath. We could net knov
the paet of hll these man, and we wanted t
be sure of the quality of each iadWidut
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before w« took him In. It »u my J*b *
impress on these (roups the importance si
the thing they were doing, the qnslity that
must be in a man before he coald hope ta
lire up to the standard of the marines, the
sacrilege of bringing into that organisation
u dross nature, of putting into its uniform
a body and spirit that might do other than
credit to it. I therefore sdnionlshed every
man who had anything in his heart that
raised a question of his admissibility to
come to me in my tent and make a clean
breast.

"As I talked I would pick out a man here
and there in whose consciousness was beingfought a mighty battle. Sometimes on* of
these would jump to his feet and cry out
that he had done an unworthy thing. Possiblyhe had screed time for an offense
against the law. He would come clean and
we would weigh his offense and decidewhether it was sufficient to bar him. Scores
came regularly to my tent as to a confessional.''
"TJAVE yon copies of any of then talksAA to recruits," I asked Mr. Denby. Befound some extracts for me that were inprint and I quote a few paragraph* becauaeI think they reveal the man and becausethey are good gospel to anybody.

"To me the sight of the flag," on* ofthese speeches runs, "takee the hurt and thepain out of most things. To me the flagseems like some beautiful spirit, alwayslovingly brooding orer our ships at tea andour camps at home and the battleliaa of oar
men at war.the spirit of a nation lookingdown in sympathy on its sons.
"There is no msn among as but has leftat home some woman. Let me eay to youthat ours is the easy part, no matter whatsuffering and hardship we have to undergo.While you are learning the art of the soldieryour bodies are being built ap andthings of interest are constantly coming to

yonr attention. In battle, after the gunsbegin to roll and the flrst tremor of nafvousneesIs over, you will And the lost ofbattle to possess yon. And If the whit*road to duty shall lead to the soldier's'grave. It Is not, after all, so terrible. Men
must die some time, and you will never againhave the chance to offer yonr lives la ao
noble a caus^.
"The women at home do u«t have this exultation.Their lot* is lhat of work and

prayer. They pray for three things: That
the war shall be SO^n over, and we moat
earnestly Wa them in that: that their man,wherever they be, will come home alive oat
of the straggle, and we can Join again in
that, bat we cannot promiae, lor oar fata is
on the knees of the gads; and that. If we da
come home, we shall come aa clean and ittcast and upright gentlemen aa we tail,

i "Nowhere in the world daas a man stand
r more squarely on his own feet, to sake or
r mar his character, than in the military
> service. So remember, if you want to g*
d back worthy to look your wossea la the face;
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if you want to «o back *mi bin them «'»a
yty emc lid not aOrrJ tktf ft kindly bullet
did not leaee yoo on the field of honor o»er

there.it in up to yoo, N, It U «P "
».you.

It 1* eaay to Tiraaliae thi* big marine.
nq» * lieutenant, with hit nmptifler roica.
among the palmettoe* on > lonely Uland
off the eoa»t of Booth Caroline, th.ua communing%withthe young Sir Gelahads Joat
letting out on their queata. It ia eaiy to
appreciate the feeling that be hae toward
thoee men now when, aa aeeretary of the
nary, he hat come to command them alt. It
ia aftey to conceive, alto, the feeling toward
the department that remain* in the bream
of the men in the ati ike, many ot whom
entered it while lieutenant Denby waa deliveringthe "chat."

4

WMIII.E he talked I recalled tha Jam iaHfront of the Capitol on inaugurationday. Aa tha crowd* broke up tha ceageation waa great at certain funnel paint*. Two
j*aag marine* were jnat ahead of me, and
1 heard a** ot them aoftl, admonish the
other.
"Don't puah." he «M. "Bernember youruniform." It wti the pftirit of tha aarvice.
11*. Danby waa ratirad at a reaerre majoi

of marlnea. General Lajeaaa, commandant
af that eorpa, taya Oat, after Mr. Danby 1
waa aworn ia « aeerttMy he. the general,
got oat the regnUtiona and examined them
carefully la the bop* that be .right hare
the authority to make the nteraUry, aa a
reaarre major. Jaw through tha boop. Be
faaad, aa tha contrary, that her* wan a jcaa* wher* tha major general tad ta taka j
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